16th ANNIVERSARY
OF THE WORLD TRADE CENTER ATTACKS
At the World Trade Center on September 11th,
2001, everything that is good and great about the fire
service was on display. The courage and heroism that the
members of the FDNY exhibited, in the face of extreme
conditions, is worthy of respect and admiration. The
number of casualties that the FDNY suffered while trying
to save the lives of their fellow man was, and still is, a
painful wound to our hearts and souls.
One of the best quotes during the period of time
after September 11th was from retired Firefighter, and
FDNY legend, Lee Ielpi. Lee lost his son Jonathan in the
attacks. He made a statement:
“My Son, my friends, looked at those burning
buildings responding in.

There is a cliché in the fire service: when others are running out of a
burning building, Firefighters run in. You mean to tell me, that they looked at that
(the burning World Trade Center towers), and how horrific did that look, and they
still ran in? You’d better believe it!”
It is important that we “never forget” those that were killed on that horrific
day. The dispassionate number of “343” represents that there were 343 heroes
that lost their lives in the discharge of the duties of their honorable profession.
But these 343 heroes were also fathers, sons, husbands, friends, as well as
firefighters. The last two years, Firefighter Andy Fredericks and Battalion Chief
Orio Palmer were highlighted and remembered in the Division 7 Training and
Safety Newsletter. This year, Lieutenant William E. McGinn of Squad 18 will be
highlighted and remembered.

FF Jonathan Lee Ielpi,
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William Edward McGinn III (Billy) was born
on June 18, 1958. He lived on Staten
Island and was one of six children. Billy’s
father was a history teacher and the Dean
of Boys at Stuyvesant High School in
Manhattan. Billy graduated from New
Dorp High School in 1976.
Billy worked in a funeral home at the
age of 18. He continued working at the
funeral home part time as he was going to
college. Billy’s Uncle, Kevin McGinn, was
a Firefighter in the FDNY assigned to
Ladder 43. Billy’s Uncle Kevin decided to open a
monument and florist business near Mount Loretta Cemetery on Staten Island,
called “the Mount”. Billy started working in the monument business and
continued working there for many years.
Billy’s Uncle, Kevin McGinn was influential in the life of young Billy. He
looked up to him and admired him. He loved that he was a Firefighter and would
visit him periodically at Ladder 43’s firehouse in Spanish Harlem. Lieutenant Kevin
McGinn assigned to Ladder 76 would perish from a line-of-duty heart attack in
1989.
Billy started going to Hunter College in 1976. Billy was a Physics major. He
was very good at mathematics. It is here that he met his future wife, Anne
Golden. They had classes together and ended up commuting together to school.
During their Sophomore year, Billy asked Anne about him becoming a New York
City Firefighter.

In 1980, Anne had graduated from Hunter College and Billy had transferred
to City College to take Civil Engineering. Billy
was fascinated with building construction and
what made them stand or collapse. Later in his
adult life, he was honored to have met Deputy
Chief Vincent Dunn who was the FDNY’s expert
in building construction and collapse. Billy was
an avid reader of Chief Dunn’s books.

Billy and family at firehouse
Christmas party

In 1984, Anne moved to North Carolina to
attend graduate school. It was at this time that Billy was called to become an
FDNY Firefighter. Billy was sworn in on March 5, 1984.
Upon graduation from Proby School, Billy was assigned to Ladder 11 on the
Lower East Side of Manhattan. It was an active firehouse with some very
accomplished Firefighters that would “break him in.” One of the firefighters that
took an interest in Billy was John Salka. He would call him “College Boy.” The
relationship between the two became strong. This friendship and respect
between the two would continue throughout their careers. John
Salka would later recruit Billy to transfer to Squad 1 where John
was a Lieutenant. John would also recruit Billy to be one of his
Lieutenants when John was the Captain of Engine 48.
Later in 1984, Anne moved back to New York. Billy and
Anne were married on August 4, 1984. They would move to the
Riverdale section of the Bronx. Billy would support Anne’s pursuit
of her Doctorate Degree at Columbia University. They started a
family and had a son (Liam) and a Daughter (Cordelia). Billy
became very active in raising his and Anne’s children. He was a Billy’s kids dressed as Dalmatians
parent representative in the school leadership team at PS 81. He was also a Little
League coach and a Cub Scout leader.
I was one of Billy’s Lieutenants in Ladder 11. Billy had tremendous drive
and enthusiasm as a Firefighter in Ladder 11. He would be a sponge for any
information that the officers in Engine 28 and Ladder 11 would impart.

On a
Sunday day
tour on
October 19,
1986, Billy was
detailed to
Engine 28 which
shares the
firehouse with
Ladder 11.
Engine 28 was
commanded by
Lieutenant Andy
Trabanco and they
were out inspecting
hydrants.
Suddenly,
Manhattan box
458 was
transmitted at
1145 hours.
Engine 28 was
close by and would
arrive at the box first
due. When Engine 28
arrived, they found fire
on the first floor of 611
East 11 Street. Flames were licking out of a plywood covering of a window on a
supposedly vacant apartment in the 7 story New Law Tenement. Lieutenant
Trabanco transmitted a 10-75. Since they were so close to the reported location,
they would be operating by themselves for a while.

Fire apt.

Smoke was filling the interior halls and stairs of
the tenement. Screams could be heard from trapped
occupants in the stairway above the fire. Lieutenant
Trabanco ordered a hose line stretched to the narrow
hallway of the first floor. He also ordered Fr. Ed Yany
(Ladder 11 detail) to ascend the stairway to rescue the
trapped occupants on the upper floors. Fire was lapping
out of the fire apartment into the hallway. Fr. John
Malley had the nozzle and was able to knock down the
fire in the hallway which allowed Fr. Yany to remove the

trapped occupants.
Floor above where occupants were trapped

While moving the
hose line into the fire
apartment, the ceiling
collapsed onto the nozzle
team of Engine 28.
Firefighters John Malley
and Michael Pace were
injured. Firefighter William
McGinn (Ladder 11 Detail)
had the “Door Position.”
He saw the situation and he
entered the apartment to assist the injured Firefighters to safety. Fr. Billy McGinn
then moved up on the hose line to take the nozzle. Fr. Ed Yany came down from
the stairway to back-up Fr. McGinn. The two, along with Lieutenant Trabanco restarted their advance of the hose line within the fire apartment and knocked
down the three remaining rooms of fire.
According to Captain Andy Trabanco (Ret.), Fr. Billy McGinn saved the day.
He had the initiative and capability to assist the injured firefighters out of the fire
apartment and then, continued the extinguishment of the fire.

The members of
Engine 28 who were on for
that tour of duty, Lieutenant
Andy Trabanco, Fr. Kevin T.
Loughran, Fr. William E.
McGinn, Fr. Edward Yany, Fr.
John P. Malley, and Fr.
Michael E. Pace, were
awarded the “New York Firefighters Burn Center Foundation Medal” for their
actions that day.
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The last tour I worked with Billy McGinn as his Lieutenant was
memorable. It was July 21, 1991, 6x9 tour. Billy would be detailed
to Squad 1 after this tour. Ladder 11 responded to Manhattan Box
261 for a reported fire at 118 Eldridge Street at 0530 hours. The
fire was a 2nd alarm on arrival for heavy fire coming out of a store
occupancy on the ground floor of an occupied old law tenement.
Ladder 11 would be assigned the 2nd due ladder position. Fr. Billy
McGinn was the Chauffeur. There were numerous people
endangered on the front fire escape. Billy would raise Ladder 11’s
aerial ladder and then place portable ladders to the fire escape balconies. He
ascended the ladders and the fire
escape to assist the trapped occupants
down the fire escape and the portable
ladders to the street. He helped
remove several people.
Upon my return to the
apparatus, I spoke to Billy McGinn. His
face was smoke stained and he had a
Billy in Ladder 11

big smile. He filled me in as to what his
actions were while we were on the
floor above the fire. I asked him:
“Are you sure you want to transfer to
Squad 1?”
While Billy McGinn was working
in Squad 1, he was re-united with
Lieutenant John Salka. He saw an
opportunity to learn more about the
fire department hone his abilities as a
Firefighter.

Billy and his dtr Cordelia at his Lieut. Promotion

Billy and the members of Ladder 11 after a job.

Billy McGinn studied hard and was
promoted to Lieutenant on May 7, 1994.
He would eventually be assigned to Engine
48 in the Bronx on July 22, 1995.

Lieutenant McGinn was highly respected
by the members of Engine 48 and Ladder
56. He brought a calm demeanor and an
aura of professionalism every time he
reported for duty. According to several
Firefighters that worked under his
command, everything they did was a
teaching opportunity. Whether it was
critiquing a fire, or out performing building
inspection, school was in session when
Lieutenant McGinn was working.

In the spring of 1998, the FDNY was in
the process of forming Squad Companies.
The Squad for Lower Manhattan would be
Squad 18. Lieutenant McGinn was
approached to be a Lieutenant in Squad 18.
Billy had experience in Squad 1 as a
Firefighter and was an accomplished
Lieutenant in Engine 48. Lieutenant McGinn
also had experience working in Lower
Manhattan in his time as a Firefighter in
Ladder 11. Lieutenant McGinn would bring
Fr. Andy Fredericks and Fr. Vinny Concanon
with him to Squad 18 from Engine 48.
The Firefighters of Squad 18 loved
FF. Andy Frederick and Lt. Billy McGinn’s SQ18
Lieutenant McGinn. His reputation grew as
an officer that was principled and enjoyed
training with his crew. The current Chief of Special Operations Command, Deputy
Assistant Chief John Esposito, paid homage to his former Lieutenant in his thesis
for the Naval Postgraduate School. He stated: “Billy was a great man and
outstanding leader who taught us to speak our mind and to stand up for what we
know is right. To Billy, knowledge was power; he encouraged us to read, learn
and better ourselves.”
The last time I saw Lieutenant Billy McGinn was the night tour of
September 10, 2001. New York City experienced heavy rains and high winds that
night. The scaffolding under the Manhattan Bridge was being undermined. After
the danger was mitigated, we got together and said hello, as we always did when
we saw each other. As usual, Billy was a professional in every way that night.

On September 11, 2001, Lieutenant Billy McGinn was on-duty at Squad 18.
They responded as soon as the first airplane hit the North Tower of the World
Trade Center (WTC). Over the Manhattan fire radio, Battalion Chief Joe Pfeifer of
the 1st Battalion could be heard saying that it appeared as if the airplane
intentionally flew into the building. Lieutenant Billy McGinn quickly got onto the
Manhattan fire radio and stated that if the airplane intentionally flew into the
building, then this is an act of terrorism. He was the first officer to identify the
unfolding events as terrorism over the Manhattan fire radio.
Lieutenant Billy McGinn led his Firefighters to the upper floors of the North
Tower of the WTC. They were operating in this building before the second plane
flew into the South Tower of the WTC. Lieutenant Billy McGinn and all his
Firefighters from Squad 18: Andy Fredericks, Manny Mojica, Timmy Haskell, Dave
Halderman, Eric Allen and Larry Virgilio, were killed when the North Tower
collapsed.
On September 11, 2001, Lieutenant Billy McGinn was 43 years old. He
would be promoted to the rank of Captain posthumously. He left behind his wife
Anne, son Liam and daughter Cordelia. We miss you Billy. Rest in peace. “Never
Forget

Lt. Billy McGinn’s helmet recovered from WTC

Front row left to right: FF. Vincent Concannon, Lt Andrew A. Fredericks
Top row left to right: Capt. Steven Mickiewicz, Capt. William McGinn, FF. Stephen Haskell, and
FF Richard Sclafani
In the summer of 1999 the members of Squad 18 stopped for a quick photo together.
Lt. Andrew A. Fredericks, Capt. William McGinn, FF Vincent Concannon, Capt. Steven
Mickiewicz were originally members of Engine 48. Since this photo was taken three of our
brothers made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty during the attacks on the World Trade
Center on September 11th, 2001. They are: Lt. Andrew J. Fredericks, Capt. William McGinn, FF.
Timothy Haskell. FF Richard Sclafani made the ultimate sacrifice when he was killed in the line
of duty fighting a second-alarm fire in a private home on January 23, 2005.

Store fires in Old Law Tenements (OLT)
present a hazardous fire situation. Due to the
lack of compartmentation, the heavy fire
loading, the possibility of a delayed alarm
due to steel roll down gates all add to the
fire problem. Due to the age of the
buildings, there may be holes in the
ceilings above a drop ceiling which
allows for rapid fire extension to the
floor above. Fire may also extend to
the floor above via auto-exposure.
A fire in a store of an OLT
requires a 2 ½ inch hand line as the
first line. A back-up line should be
stretched to the same location as
the first hose line. If the back-up
hose line is not needed at the
store location, then it can be
advanced to the floor above.
The life hazard on the
upper floors of the OLT must
be considered. There may be many people
on the front fire escape that might have their escape
blocked by fire. In such a situation, a hose line must be stretched to protect
the people on the fire escape. If an Engine is close to the front of the building, the
deck-mounted master stream can be used to protect the endangered occupants.
Tower Ladders, Aerial Ladders and portable ladders should be used to
remove trapped occupants from the upper floor balconies and windows if a heavy
fire condition exists in the store occupancy.
Heavy fire store of OLT, photo by Mike Dick

If the front store windows are intact initially,
they shall not be broken until a charged hose line is in
place.
Many OLT stores have a door that leads to the
public hallway on the first floor. If this door is present,
a hose line should be stretched to this location to
protect the hallway and stairway from fire blowing
into that location.
If fire reaches the ceiling bays of the store, fire
travel to the opposite store and above must be
considered.
If fire is encountered in a store, the
possibility of the fire originating in the cellar
must be considered. The sidewalk cellar gate
must be opened as soon early to check for this
possibility. The show windows of many OLT
stores do not have flooring under the deck of
the show windows. Removal of the deck of the
show window can provide a rapid vent of the
cellar.

Thanks to the following people who contributed to this essay: Anne Golden McGinn,
Sheila McGinn, Firefighter Mike Pignataro, Deputy Assistant Chief John Esposito,
Lieutenant John Grasso (Ret.), Battalion Chief John Salka (Ret.), Fr. Dominic Libonati (Ret.),
Fr. Frank Palumbo (Ret.), Captain Andy Trabanco (Ret.), Battalion Chief Kevin Loughran (Ret.),
Lieutenant Jefferey A. Johnston (Ret.), Captain Brian Smith, Members of Ladder 59,
Fr. John Schmitt, Deputy Chief Vincent Dunn (Ret.), Fr Jeremy Cassel, Fr Chris Roberto E48.
References: Firefighting Procedures Multiple Dwellings, Sec. 4.3, FDNY Medal Day Book 1988.

Firefighter Michael L. Duffy, Ladder
174 (Ret.): Passed away on Tuesday August 8, 2017,
from injuries sustained while operating at Manhattan
Box 5-5-8087. This was the rescue and recovery effort
of the attacks on the World Trade Center on September
11, 2001. May he rest in peace. Never Forget!

Marine Engineer Robert W. Alexander,
Marine 1 (Ret.): Passed away on Monday August
14, 2017, from injuries sustained while operating at
Manhattan Box 5-5-8087. This was the rescue and
recovery effort of the attacks on the World Trade
Center on September 11, 2001. May he rest in peace.
Never Forget!

